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Introductory Packet for Surgery Clerkship Directors and Coordinators

Partners in Care: Pathology and the Surgeon


Introductory Packet for Surgery Clerkship Directors and Coordinators

Purpose
Partners in Care is a brief, self-guided learning resource designed to give medical students clinically relevant exposure to pathology during the surgery clerkship. The course demonstrates how pathologists support surgical decision-making, diagnosis, patient management, and collaboration across the care team.

Course Overview
· Format: Self-guided online course with short video chapters and brief knowledge checks.
· Estimated time: 1 hour.
· Completion documentation: Students may download a completion certificate to submit according to local clerkship requirements.
· Access: Students will launch the course from the CAP course webpage. A login or password will not be required to access the material.

Learning Objectives
After completing the course, students should be able to:
1. Distinguish between the various parts of an anatomic pathology report, including the final diagnosis, gross description, and microscopic description sections, where applicable.
2. Interpret the final diagnosis section of a pathology report and identify where critical histologic information is found for tumor staging.
3. Describe what happens to a specimen after it is sent to the laboratory.
4. Determine how medical staff can best process a specimen to support the pathologist’s workflow.
5. Identify steps in specimen handling and processing that are high risk for error and suggest ways to reduce risk.
6. Explain how pathologists contribute to tumor boards and how pathology information shapes multidisciplinary discussion and patient care decisions.
7. Describe how frozen section consultation can influence intraoperative decision-making.
8. Explain that while surgical pathology is an important partner in surgical care, the entire clinical laboratory is critical in supporting surgical patients.
9. Highlight specific tests or processes used by the blood bank, microbiology, hematology/coagulation, and clinical chemistry laboratories to support surgical patients before, during, and after surgery.
10. Discuss the role and contributions of pathologists in clinical laboratories and how they can partner with the surgical team to optimize patient care.
11. Explain how pathologists ensure responsible tissue stewardship, including long-term storage of patient specimens, and describe how these practices can affect future patient care decisions and outcomes.
12. Describe ethical principles underlying tissue stewardship, such as respect for patient autonomy, confidentiality, responsible use of limited biological material, and compliance with legal and regulatory standards.

Recommended Curriculum Integration
The course is designed for flexible integration into varied surgery clerkship structures. The preferred approach is to assign it as required self-study during the clerkship, with a clear completion deadline and submission of the completion certificate through the school’s usual process. 

Schools are welcome to place the course link in the learning management system and identify a local pathologist to answer student questions or connect course concepts to local practice. 

Additional implementation options are outlined below for programs that wish to pair the course with an existing session or offer it as enrichment.

Implementation Options
	Option
	How it might work
	Best fit

	Required self-study (preferred approach)
	Assign the course during the surgery clerkship with a required completion deadline.
	Recommended for most programs as the simplest, low-burden way to ensure all students receive baseline pathology exposure.

	Pre-session preparation
	Ask students to complete the course before an existing case conference, didactic, or Q&A session. 

Schools without an existing session could add a brief Q&A or discussion with a local pathologist to reinforce key concepts and answer student questions.

	Programs that want to connect the self-guided course to local practice through an existing or newly added discussion opportunity.


	Optional enrichment
	Offer the course as a recommended resource for students who want additional exposure to pathology in surgical care.
	Programs with limited required time or students seeking deeper learning.




Suggested Student Instructions
You have been assigned Partners in Care: Pathology and the Surgeon, a brief online course that introduces how pathologists support surgical care. Please complete the course by [insert deadline]. The course takes approximately 1 hour and includes short videos and knowledge checks. After completing the course, download your completion certificate and submit it according to the instructions provided by the clerkship.

Support and Questions
For questions about course access or implementation, please contact the CAP contact listed on the course webpage. Schools are also encouraged to identify a local pathologist contact who can provide context about local workflows and answer student questions.
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